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Hyderabad, Nov 10-12: The
third international conference
on Rural India – Achieving mil-
lennium development goals
and grassroots development,
was a huge success in sensitsing
the governments, administra-
tors, industry and the
academia towards rural well-
being and development,
achieving millennium devel-
opment goals and grass roots
development and in obtaining
an assurance from the govern-
ment of Andhra Pradesh for set-
ting up an earthcare policy in-
stitute.

The conference, organized from
10-12 November, 2005 at the
Marri Chenna Reddy HRD In-
stitute, Hyderabad, touched
upon several economic, social
and technological issues that
impact rural India through
scores of presentations, lectures
and debates.

About three hundred delegates
attended the three-day confer-
ence organized by the
Bhoovigyan Vikas Foundation of
New Delhi and Hyderabad
based Sahanav, NGOs working
for sustainable development
and earth care in association
with the Government of Andhra
Pradesh.

RURAL STRENGTH: Partici-
pating in the well-attended in-
augural ceremony, Minister for
Agriculture N Raghuveera
Reddy stressed on the impor-
tance of rural India and ex-
horted that rural India will re-
main the strength irrespective
of giant technological strides
and growing urban sprawl.

Dr KV Sundaram, Chairman,
Bhoovigyan Vikas Foundation,
enumerated the significance of
the event and hoped that the
conference will judiciously dis-

cuss the successes and failures
in development planning after
independence and chart out
practical and workable plans
for the future.

Several thought-provoking
talks by eminent speakers en-
riched the conference in the
technical and plenary sessions
on all the days.

The second day’s proceedings
saw the involvement of the
state government in a big way.
With the initiative and active
participation of K Raju, Princi-
pal Secretary to Government
(RD), PR & RD Department, sev-
eral bureaucrats working for
various organizations /initia-
tives like SERP, CEC, APSACS,
Centre for Dalit Studies, DFID,
CESS and NGOs like MV Foun-
dation, AP Social Watch and
Centre for World Solidarity par-
ticipated and debated on vari-
ous issues ranging from pov-
erty, hunger, health, education
and gender with respect to
achieving millennium develop-
ment goals by 2015.

DIGITAL DIVIDE: The plenary
session on the third day had a
distinguished guest in Dr MV
Rajasekharan, Union Minis-
ter of State for Planning, Plan-
ning Commission, who chaired
the session and gave away his
valuable comments saying that
the digital divide between India
and Bharat should be bridged at
the earliest. Eminent speakers
like Dr RB Singh, Member, Na-
tional Commission on Farmers,
Dr GK Chadha, Member, Eco-
nomic Advisory Council to

Prime Minister, Dr JNL
Srivastava, former secretary to
GoI and presently, trustee of
IFFCO Foundation and Prof T
Karunakaran, VC,
Gandhigram Rural University
gave away their valuable obser-
vations, suggestions and com-
ments on the feasibility of
achieving millennium develop-
ment goals in the context of ru-
ral India, the dwindling invest-
ments in agriculture and how
to save small farmers from an
impending debt trap.

Technical sessions on the third
day of the conference touched
upon fostering agricultural
growth, poverty reduction and
sustainable resource use, reduc-
tion of spatial disparities and
creation of employment, role of
technology for sustainable de-
velopment, creating digital op-
portunities and managing natu-

ral resources for rural prosper-
ity. While Dr N Vijayaditya
chaired the session on creating
digital opportunities, Prof K
Kannan took the lead in con-
ducting the session on manage-
ment of natural resources for
rural prosperity.

EARTHCARE INSTITUTE:
Ponnala Lakshmaiah, Minis-
ter for Major Irrigation, Gov-
ernment of Andhra Pradesh,
who was the chief guest for the
valedictory, said the AP govern-
ment is ready to set up an
earthcare policy institute and
requested all the experts, NGOs
and academicians who partici-
pated in the conference to come
up with a concrete proposal to
set up the institute in the state.

The minister said Andhra
Pradesh government has the
best ever policy for rehabilita-
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Hyderabad, Nov 11:  Criticiz-
ing the state government, par-
ticularly the previous
Chandrababu Naidu govern-
ment, for its failure to achieve
the targets set in the Vision
2020 document, CEC Director
K.S. Gopal found fault with in-
ternational and national agen-
cies for their failure to discuss
the contents of MDGs (Millen-
nium Development Goals) set
by UNDP. He remarked that
MDGs will address problems of
institutions like the World Bank
and DFID only, and not of the
poor. He termed MDGs as bogus
and not relevant. He opined
that if the State religiously fol-
lowed the Directive Principles
enshrined in our Constitution,
the country could have
achieved MDGs long ago.

Speaking at the session `Pov-
erty and hunger’ on the second
day of the conference, the CEC

Wipe out poverty, not the poor

director expressed concern at
the 800 million people who are
still struggling for a square
meal even after 58 years of in-
dependence. In Andhra Pradesh
alone, about 30 per cent of chil-

dren have low birth weight and
63 per cent children are mal-
nourished in spite of fact that
the state remains the rice bowl
of the country.  He, however,
appreciated the present state

government headed by YS
Rajasekhara Reddy, for giving
top priority to agriculture and
irrigation sectors.

As Gopal puts it, programmes
like food-for-work and mid-day
meal scheme are being imple-
mented across the country
merely due to the intervention
of the judiciary. In fact, govern-
ments are reluctant to imple-
ment the above said
programmes that benefit the
poor.

Mallepally Laxmaiah of the
Centre for Dalit Studies pointed
out that the failure of several
government programmes is due
to non-involvement of Dalits.
Even in MDGs, to serious
thought was given on Dalit sec-
tions. Besides, funding agencies
like banks are still supporting
the rich and not the poor. Goals
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Hyderabad, Nov 10: He
dreams of a dynamic, self-sus-
taining rural India and has sev-
eral strategies to make that
dream come true. Dr KV
Sundaram, Chairman,
Bhoovigyan Vikas Foundation,
a natural and practical admin-
istrator par excellence, has sev-
eral plans to make rural India a

Village renewal
is the need of

the hour

- Turn to page 2

Dr KV Sundaram

Minister for Agriculture N Raghuveera Reddy lighting the lamp to mark the inauguration
of the conference

Minister for Major Irrigation Ponnala Lakshmaiah speaking at the valedictory

(from left to right) Mallepally Laxmaiah, KS Gopal, K Raju and T Vijay Kumar at the
session Poverty and Hunger

Working to unite India and Bharat
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Hyderabad, Nov 10: Rural In-
dia was and will remain the
strength of the country irrespec-
tive of the speed at which urban
areas are growing in the coun-
try, exhorted Minister for Agri-
culture N Raghuveera Reddy.

Inaugurating the third Interna-
tional Conference on Rural In-
dia - achieving millennium de-
velopment goals and grassroots
development - at The Marri
Chenna Reddy HRD Institute
here, Raghuveera Reddy la-
mented that the contribution of
agriculture to the country’s GDP
has decreased from 59% (1947)
to 24% today. But 57% of the
workforce in the country still
depends on agriculture and it is
necessary to enhance their skills
if we wish to improve agricul-
tural productivity.

Several innovative
programmes taken up by the

State government - Rajiv
Pallebata, Jalayagnam, Rajiv
Yuvashakti – all aim at finding
solutions to the problems of ru-
ral India and empower the ru-
ral populace, the minister said.

‘Rural India is the strength of the country’

At this juncture, it is very im-
portant to save and reuse every
drop of rain water, Raghuveera
Reddy said and added that gov-
ernment is taking up micro ir-
rigation programmes to save
ground water. As part of this ini-
tiative, the government is ex-
tending the drip irrigation facil-
ity to one lakh hectares in the
state this year, he said.

The government has taken up
the model village concept and it
aims for saturation in rural in-
frastructure. The programme
aims at pooling up resources and
providing drainage, toilets, safe
drinking water, approach roads,
school with a building and

teachers, electricity for every
house etc. The yet to be named

programme will be 100% open
and will involve villagers in de-
ciding on the priority amenities
they need in their village. The

government plans to pick up re-
mote and under developed vil-
lages for this programme, the
minister added.

All the efforts of the state gov-
ernment in the next three and
half years would be to make ru-
ral India dynamic, the minister
asserted. The minister re-
quested the experts and NGOs
participating in the conference
to come up with solutions and
guide the government to em-
power rural India.

Talking about the significance
of the conference, Dr K V
Sundaram, Chairman of
Bhoovigyan Vikas Foundation

(BVF), said mere linear expan-
sion of plan outlays alone can-
not ensure socio-economic
change and it has to go beyond
outlays to `outcomes’. For this,
he said, we need to adopt a holis-
tic and integrated approach, in-
volving the interplay of policy,
strategy, planning and pro-
gramming design, adopting the
effective means and methods of
implementation with people’s
participation. This calls for a
huge task of promoting social
engineering through rural re-
naissance movement, he said.

Prof  IV Murali Krishna,

president, local chapter, BVF,
welcomed the guests.
Presenting the vote of thanks,
M.Moni, secretary general,
BVF, said rural India is being in-
terpreted by different people in
different ways.  Rural India
needs a holistic approach and a
commitment from one and all.
P Chandrasekhar Reddy, presi-
dent, Sahanav, was present on
the occasion.

buoyant entity.

The government of India, in its
Vision 2020, proposed knowl-
edge powered village complexes
- PURA (Provision of urban
amenities in rural areas) for ef-
fective planning and implemen-
tation of rural development
programmes with people’s par-
ticipation which will lead to in-
clusive rural development. Dr
Sundaram proposes a nation-
wide village renewal move-
ment, based on a wider under-
standing of the PURA concept.

He then advocates a layered
model of micro territorial pro-
duction complexes in rural ar-
eas to trigger full utilization of
natural resources and human
potential. This model, Dr
Sundaram says will provide
backward and forward linkages
and provides value addition to
agricultural products emerging
from rural areas enriching vil-
lagers’ incomes.

Dr Sundaram says that in order
to bring about inclusive rural
development, with people’s par-
ticipation nexus, the growth im-

pulses need to be structured and
built up at the level of “village
clusters (VCs)”, in a highly in-
tegrated and effective manner.
This new concept of rural devel-
opment can be translated into
action only through ‘social ani-
mators’ (committed NGO’s) and
‘change agents’ (researchers)
joining hands with local bureau-
cracy / technocracy and local
people and their institutions.

For creating an economically
viable agricultural and indus-
trial base for a village, Dr
Sundaram proposed the auto-
kinetic model of development.
This approach envisages estab-
lishing locally integrated eco-
nomic circuits to achieve the full
development of the natural re-
sources and human skills avail-
able in the villages. It is the same
as the Gandhian concept of vil-
lage swaraj or `development
from within’, with the capillary
mechanisms in place, but points
to a definite method for aug-
menting rural incomes, Dr
Sundaram said.

He then listed out other tasks in

Village renewal is the need of the hour

tion and afforestation in the
country. It is not just creating
irrigation facilities on a large
scale but also taking every care
to preserve the environment.
The governemnt is embarking
on an ambitious afforestation
drive to cover another 21,000
acres with foress.

BHOOVIGYAN AWARDS: Emi-
nent persons working for the
promotion of ICT and earthcare
policies were felicitated with
Bhoovigyan awards on this oc-
casion. Prof DM Nanjundappa,
economist and administrator
from Karnataka and Dr K
Venkatasubramanian, educa-

Working to unite India and Bharat

tactical planning like guarding
the basic physical well-being of
the villagers by ensuring food
and nutrition security, public
health and sanitation; develop-
ing functional life skills, includ-
ing upgrading of basic practical
literacy skills at all age levels,
providing practical training in
marketable business and crafts
and providing access to agricul-
tural services including inputs
and markets; breaking the iso-
lation of the village and estab-
lishing external support rela-
tions through fostering institu-
tional relations with public and
private sectors; leveraging ICT
for transforming the village
into a knowledge-based society
and others. The Bhoovigyan
Vikas Foundation hopes to seek
to translate the operating vision
elucidated above into a few pilot
projects in different typological
areas, Dr Sundaram said and
added that the operating vision
for rural development he out-
lined bear a close imprint of Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s vision for the
reclaiming of the rural villages
across the country.

can be achieved only if govern-
ment resources reach the needy,
he remarked.

T Vijay Kumar, CEO, Society for
Elimination of Rural Poverty
(SERP), in his presentation,
claimed that the state govern-
ment has charted out a four di-
mensional strategy to eradicate
poverty. Food security to the
poor is the primary concern for
SERP, and ensures that the ex-
isting source of income of the
rural poor is stabilised and di-
versified. Reducing expenditure,
risk management and increas-
ing employment are its other
concerns. SERP has developed a
three pronged strategy to
achieve food security for the
poor, he added.

Participating in the interactive

Wipe out poverty,
not the poor

- from page 1

session, PEN Chairman S.A.
Rahim remarked that agencies
like DFID are trying to `wipe out’
the poor and depriving them of
their rights instead of eradicat-
ing poverty. He alleged that the
government is trying to sup-
press local NGOs while imple-
menting welfare programmes.

In response, Vijay Kumar said
that several NGOs are working
with these institutions in imple-
menting various government
programmes. Besides, dalits
were also involved in
programme implementation,
he noted. Principal Secretary to
Panchayat Raj and Rural Devel-
opment K Raju conducted the
proceedings. BVF Chairman Dr.
K.V. Sundaram presented me-
mentoes to all the speakers.

- from page 1

(left to right) Prof IV Murali Krishna, Dr KV Sundaram, N Raghuveera Reddy, M Moni and P Chandrasekhar Reddy releasing
the souvenir at  the inaugural

KV Sundaram felicitating KS Raju with a memento

- from page 1

tionist, economist, poet and a
critic were presented with the
Bhoovigyan Lifetime Achieve-
ment award posthumously. Sev-
eral dignitaries received the
Bhoovigyan Lifetime Excellence
and Bhoovigyan Samman
awards.
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Hyderabad, Nov 12: The Gov-
ernment of Andhra Pradesh is
ready to set up an earth care
policy institute in the state, Ma-
jor Irrigation Minister Ponnala
Lakshmaiah said.

Speaking at the valedictory of
the 3rd International Confer-
ence on Rural India – Achieving
Millennium Development Goals
and Grassroots Development,
the minister requested the ex-
perts, NGOs and academicians
who participated in the confer-
ence to come up with a concrete
proposal to set up an earth care
policy institute in the state.

He said that Andhra Pradesh
government has the best ever
policy for rehabilitation and af-
forestation in the country. It is
not just creating irrigation fa-
cilities on a large scale but also
taking every care to preserve
the environment.

‘AP ready to set up earth care
policy institute’

Dr K Rajagopal R Ramprasad

The government is pumping in
Rs 46,000 crore into the irriga-
tion sector to give boost to the
agriculture sector, which was
neglected for long. At the same
time, government is concerned
about preserving the surround-
ings, it has lived up to all the
expectations, got all the clear-
ances and has taken up affores-
tation in 21,000 acres to com-
pensate the loss of forest cover
and land, he said.

Dr K V Sundaram, Chairman
of BVF felicitated chief guest
Ponnala Lakshmaiah with a
shawl and earth care memento.

Guest of honour, Dr K
Rajagopal, Vice-chancellor,
JNTU, said such conferences
should come up with practical
solutions, bring them to the no-
tice of the government and con-
tinue efforts to realise the same.
He also said JNTU has set up re-
search and development cell to
improve lab-to-land delivery of
technologies.

The Bhoovigyan Vikas Founda-
tion, on this occasion, felicitated
experts from various fields.

R Ramprasad, executive direc-
tor (projects), Sahanav, wel-
comed the guests and M Moni,
Secretary General, BVF pre-
sented the vote of thanks.

Hyderabad, Nov 10: Stressing
the need to transform words into
action, emotion into activation
and sentiments into service,
Founding Director of SERVIS
(Scientists, Engineers and Re-
searchers Visitors in Schools)
Amarnath Kshatriya called
upon the participating delegates
to help in evolving nodal points
that will accelerate the empow-
erment of rural India.

Delivering the BVF Foundation
lecture on “Empowering Rural
India with SERVIS” at the 3rd
International conference on Ru-
ral India at Dr. MCR HRD insti-
tute on the first day, Canada-
based Amarnath wanted gov-
ernments at all levels to develop
a `sense of community’ among
the youth to make India strong
and proud. He proposed some

‘Develop sense of community’

policy proposals which included
establishment of a country-wide
Gram Vikas Youth Servis
(GVYS) to facilitate students to
work as volunteers by adopting
a village, to promote capacity
building by the universities and
conducting `Corruption Hatao’
workshops  for human resource
development at all levels.

Quoting V.K. Nambiar, perma-
nent representative of India to
the UN, that  voluntary service
is an integral part of the Indian
ethos - known as shramdaan,
Amarnath felt the need to har-
ness social wealth for national
development through national
service scheme.

Referring to SERVIS and its ac-
tivities, he said, it seeks to pro-
mote the spirit of voluntary ser-
vice among the academicians
and  professionals and encour-
age them to participate in sci-
ence and technology outreach
initiative camps in rural India.
SERVIS volunteers will act as fa-
cilitators helping school children
to understand natural phenom-
ena and technology with em-
phasis on environment and ecol-
o g y .

Amarnath Kshatriya

KV Sundaram presenting earthcare memento to N Raghuveera Reddy as
P Chandrasekhar Reddy and M Moni look on

A section of the delegates keenly following the proceedings

Delegates enjoying sumptious meal at the conference venue

At the registration desk

A delegate making a point

KV Sundaram felicitating Ponnala Lakshmaiah. Dr K Rajagopal looks on

(left to right) Ponnala Lakshmaiah, KV Sundaram, M Moni, N Vijayaditya and
GK Chadha at the valedictory.
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Hyderabad, Nov 12: The con-
ditions of the growing number
of small farmers in the country
is appalling with lack of support
in terms of investment, technol-
ogy, friendly markets and rural
infrastructure and their condi-
tion has to be reversed if India
wants to reduce poverty and
achieve the millennium devel-
opment goals, pronounced the
speakers at the plenary session
on the third and concluding
d a y .

Making a strong contention in
favour of small farmers, Dr RB
Singh, Member, National Com-
mission on Farmers made a pre-
sentation on `small farmers in
globalised world’. He said 80%
of land holdings in India are

small that account for 36% of
cultivated land and 45% of to-
tal food grain production. It is
important to see that this sec-
tion of agrarian community is
not marginalized. He then listed
out the main issues of concern –
unfavourable market opportu-
nities, low productivity, migra-
tion, nonfarm economy, access
to technology and resources and
policies and politics that govern
small farmers.

It is not a good news in terms of
agricultural productivity, as
the number of small and semi-
medium farmers is decreasing
and the number of farmers with
large land holdings is decreas-
ing. Simultaneously, the propor-
tion of marginal and small farm-
ers holding live stock is higher
than the medium and large
farmers and increasing further,
Dr Singh said.

Enumerating the government
policy to support small and me-
dium farmers, Dr Singh opined
that creating off-farm employ-
ment, providing education, in-
stitutional credit, primary
health facilities, insurance cov-
erage, producer friendly mar-
kets, appropriate technologies,
investment in rural infrastruc-
ture and redefining public-pri-
vate-NGO partnerships hold the
key in empowering the farmers.

Most of the policies are failing at
the implementation level, Dr
Singh felt and exhorted that if
we have to remove poverty and
increase productivity, we can-
not afford to abandon the small
farmer .

There seems to be world wide
obsession over the ongoing pro-
cess of globalization but for glo-
balization to be a success, local-
ization has to be undertaken suc-
cessfully. And in this context,
the involvement of small and

medium farmers is indispens-
able, whether it is in the context
of poverty alleviation or food
production, felt Dr GK Chadha,
Member, Economic Advisory
Council to Prime Minister.

We are unable to overcome the
conventional uncertainties that
dog agriculture in India, Dr
Chadha said and added that
though the share of agriculture
to GDP is progressively decreas-
ing, we haven’t been able to re-
duce our dependency of employ-

ment in agriculture. Invest-
ment wise, agriculture remains
the most neglected area, with
the public sector almost with-
drawing from this sector. Inspite
of the finance minister’s an-
nouncement that government is
increasing agricultural credit
by three times, the fact remains
that much of the credit comes
from non-institutional sources,
Chadha said. He envisaged two
consequences as a result of fall
in agricultural investment – fall
in future human capital as the
critical import of education is

missing and the limitation in
terms of technology translation.

At this juncture, chairman of
the session Dr MV
Rajasekharan, Union Minister
of State for Planning, Planning
Commission, commented that

agricultural credit is not made
available to the farmer when it
is required and efforts are now

on to change this scenario. He
felt that there is an urgent need
to bridge the digital divide be-
tween India and Bharat.

To streamline credit scene, it is
essential to reform the primary
co-optive movement and self-
help groups, opined Dr JNL
Srivastava, former secretary
to government of India. They
should be federated into larger
bodies that can empower them
and create a supplementing and
complementing system of gov-
ernment support, Dr Srivastava
felt. Mission mode programmes
should be taken up to reduce
poverty and increase productiv-
ity, he said.

For sustainable globalization, a
neighbourhood community
would be effective, Prof T
Karunakaran, Vice Chancel-
lor, Gandhigram Rural Univer-
sity, said. This neighbourhood
community is the lowest ele-
ment with just 50-100 houses
and has all the elements of de-
velopment like water, educa-
tion, infrastructure and health.
It is a model social, economic and
political unit and can perform
its tasks much effectively,
Karunakaran felt.

Small farmer being
marginalised

Dr MV Rajasekharan

Dr GK Chadha

Dr JNL Srivatsava

Prof T Karunakaran

Dr RB Singh

Hyderabad, Nov 11: Stating
that Andhra Pradesh is one of
the slow moving states in south-
ern India, CESS Director Dr. S.
Mahendra Dev has proposed
five-point policy suggestions to
take the state forward. Pro-poor
growth, gender equality, focus

on backward regions and social
groups, sector specific interven-
tions and improving institu-
tions for better services were
among the suggestions recom-
mended by him. Without imple-
menting these, people will re-
main poor even in 2015 i.e there
will be 13 per cent poverty in
Rayalaseema and 5 per cent in
Telangana in 2015.

Dr. Mahendra Dev, in his presen-
tation on “Poverty free, healthy
and educated rural Andhra
Pradesh – Where will Andhra
Pradesh be in 2015”, pointed out
that in Andhra Pradesh, pov-
erty rate varies from 47 per cent
in Rayalaseema to 18 per cent
in coastal Andhra. Disparities
are quiet wide to achieve MDGs
(Millennium Development
Goals) within the time frame.
He pointed out that malnutri-
tion will continue among people

in spite of reduction in income
poverty. He highlighted the
need to achieve universal pri-
mary education, promote gen-
der equality and empowering
women, reducing child mortal-
ity and improving all health
indicators. Nearly 70 per cent
of deliveries in rural areas will
be done in hospitals by 2015, he
added.

Pointing to his policy sugges-
tions, Dr. Mahendra Dev stressed
the need for having pro-poor
growth oriented macro policies
in the fields of agriculture, ru-
ral nonfarm employment,
strengthening of self-help group
movement, employment guar-
antee etc. He wanted the gov-
ernments to make services ap-
propriate to local needs i.e. in lo-
cal languages, decentralization
and local governance. He how-
ever noted that the groups and
regions will not achieve its goals
if there is `business as usual’ sce-
nario.

Nandeswar, a delegate from
Calicut, during the interactive
session, pointed out that the
data base prepared by the agen-
cies is misleading as there is a
wide gap between data collection
and management. Everybody
should work with dedication and
sincerity to overcome such prob-
lems, he added.

PEN Chairman S.A. Rahim sug-
gested redesigning of the plan-
ning process to remove all the
`ifs and buts’ in implementation
of welfare programmes.

BVF Chairman Dr. K.V.
Sundaram, Secretary General
M. Moni and Principal Secretary
to Panchayat Raj and Rural De-
velopment K. Raju were present
on the occasion.

Will this dream
come true?

Dr. Mahendra Dev

Dr MV Rajasekharan (centre), Union Minister of State for Planning,
Planning Commission chairing the plenary session

Bhoovigyan Vikas Foundation and Sahanav
thank the Government of Andhra Pradesh,

students of JNTU and all the people who helped
in the successfull conduct of Rural India
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Hyderabad, Nov 10: Participat-
ing delegates representing vari-
ous government and non-gov-
ernmental organizations had
differences of opinion on the
eight MDGs (Millennium Devel-
opment Goals) set by the United
Nations in 2000. MDGs were pri-
marily intended to eliminate
poverty and social deprivation
on a global scale. Some of them
felt that the MDGs were framed
to benefit World Bank and other
international agencies. How-
ever, others opined that MDGs
will help in bringing in greater
focus to the aid policies particu-
larly in the developing coun-
tries.

UNDP has identified certain
problems to set goals in millen-
nium development. The eight
MDGs include eradicating ex-
treme poverty and hunger,
achieving universal primary
education, promoting gender
equality and empowering
women, reducing child mortal-
ity, improving maternal
health, combating HIV/AIDS,
malaria and other diseases, en-
sure environmental
sustainability and developing a
global partnership for develop-
m e n t .

Making a presentation on

“Health care delivery system”,
Dr. M.V. Ramana, Chief Infor-
mation Officer, Directorate of
Medical Education, felt that it is
impossible to achieve 100 per
cent results on the targets  set
up by the MDGs. He observed
that except for man-made acci-
dents, people would be able to
prevent problems like child
mortality, spread of diseases like
AIDS etc. He stressed the need
for bringing awareness among
people to overcome health prob-
lems.  There is need for having
re-engineering process to
achieve goals, he added.

Expressing concern over the
spread of AIDS across the world,
Dr. Ramana remarked that ev-
ery institution, including gov-
ernment organisations, wants to
make money out of the AIDS dis-
ease.  They make money
through advertisements and
other means instead of making
efforts to contain the virus. AIDS
could be eradicated on the lines
of small pox.

Chairman of Participatory Em-
ployment Net (PEN) S.A. Rahim
observed that it is not possible
for the countries or states to
achieving eight MDGs till ex-
tremism, epidemics and envi-
ronmental disasters exist in the

areas concerned. He blamed
both technocrats and bureau-
crats, holding them responsible
for not reaching to the grass
root levels to benefit the poor.  He
also urged them to leave their
egos and work towards achiev-
ing MDGs.

Rahim stressed the need for a
change in the mind-set of the
rulers and become instrumen-
tal in transforming words into
action. He further stressed the
need for involving local NGOs
and people at the grass root level
for effective implementation of
welfare programmes and to take
the state forward.

Dr. Nilay Ranjan of
www.oneworldsouthas ia .net

has pointed out lacunae in
implementation of various gov-

ernment policies resulting in
starvation and hunger among
the poor. He stressed the need for
universalisation of primary
education for complete elimina-
tion of gender disparity, eco-
nomic growth etc. As part of
achieving the goals, all children
should be in primary schools by
2015, he added.

Director of MANAGE, Dr. V.P.
Sharma, said that the current
decade belongs to NGOs, while
the last decade was meant for IT.
He observed that NGOs will play
an important role in achieving
goals set by the UNDP. In fact,
NGOs are helping the govern-
ments to set goals for state’s de-
velopment, he added.

Dr. Sharma, in his presentation,
highlighted the importance of

MDGs: From vision to action

Hyderabad, Nov 12: Technol-
ogy is not a barrier but an op-
portunity to empower rural In-
dia, felt speakers during the ses-
sion on `Geomatics for sustain-
able development and moving
from digital divide to digital op-
portunities’ on the third day of
the conference. Several inter-
esting presentations by profes-
sionals, vendors and academi-
cians were made during the ses-
sion. The session was chaired by
Dr N Vijayaditya, Director
General, National Informatics

Creating digital opportunities
Centre (NIC).

Representatives from IBM, AMD
and Microsoft India presented
their companys’ initiatives to
empower rural India with lat-
est technologies and how the
world IT majors are partnering
programmes for digital inclu-
sion of rural populace. While N
Vivek said  that AMD is trying
to provide affordable internet
access and computing to people
through its 50 X 15 initiative,
Microsoft representative Ravi
said that through project Siksha,
Microsoft has trained 28,000
teachers and educated over two
million students through local-
ized curricula. Microsoft and
Dristee are working together to
create a rural commerce sce-
nario. Satish Kaushal said
that IBM has taken up several
key projects aligning itself with
the e-governance initiatives of
the governments.

Sameer Kochhar, CEO, Skoch
Consultancy, in his presentation
`Measuring Outcomes’, said that
37% of tax-payers’ money is be-

ing spent on e-governance
projects in the country and
listed out parameters that can
be used for measuring the out-
comes. He said that e-gover-
nance component should be
inbuilt in all national
programmes. More than just
launching any e-governance
project, penetration is the key,
he said and added that scaling
and replication of projects is the
need of the hour.

Dr V Raghavaswamy pre-
sented the case of NRSA, detail-
ing how remote sensing images
can come to the aid in various
aspects of rural development -
drought monitor and manage-
ment, crop assurance, crop
monitor, livestock manage-
ment, tele-medicine and tele-
education. Seema Parihar or
Kirorimal College, University of
Delhi, said that it is mandatory
for rural renaissance to develop
a geospatial digital learning
venture. Such a venture should
involve academicians to fill up
the digital divide, she opined
and suggested a three pronged
approach for the same.

Dr N Vijayaditya Sameer Kochhar Seema Parihar

developing a global partnership
to achieve goals set by the UN.
He wanted the governments to
ensure that all world population
has access to television and ra-
dio services.

On this occasion, Agni Aviation
consultant Capt. Aravind
Sharma made a presentation
on weather modification or
cloud seeding experiment being
successfully implemented in
countries like US, Canada, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, China,
Thailand, Israel, Jordan and
now in India.

Prof. Anjaneyulu, Director,
Atmospheric Sciences, JNTU,
conducted the proceedings. The
speakers later had an interac-
tive session with the participat-
ing delegates.

N Vijayaditya presenting mementoes to V Raghavaswamy (left) and
Satish Kaushal (right)

(left to right) Dr Nilay Ranjan, Dr MV Ramana, Prof Anjaneyulu, SA Rahim and
Capt Arvind Sharma at a technical session
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AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

Hyderabad, Nov 11: Education, empowerment of
women and gender equality hold the  key in achieving
the millennium development goals (MDGs) in the coun-

try, opined the speakers discussing on
the theme `Health, education and
gender’ on the second day of the con-
ference.

Chairing the session, IV Subba Rao,
Principal Secretary, Health and Fam-
ily Welfare Department, remarked
that education is fundamental to
health awareness. This would help in

reducing maternal mortality, infant mortality and
equips people to take care of their health.

To deliver better health services at rural level, the sys-
tem should be made community cen-
tric, he opined and added that com-
munity health workers should be
trained to take care of common ail-
ments to provide the missing link in
the system.

Talking on key recommendations of
WHO to achieve MDGs, Dr Ranga
Rao, former additional director, Medi-
cal and Health Services, said vulnerability of the poor
to diseases is not just because of financial poverty but

also due to paucity of information, knowledge and ac-
cess to facilities. He then listed out areas that are call-
ing for immediate attention like HIV/AIDS, old age and

malnutrition in children and women.

Talking about MDGs with respect to
gender equality and women empow-
erment, Kalamani, Director for PR
Programmes, Centre for World Soli-
darity, said the 10th Five Year Plan’s
goals are more ambitious than MDGs.
She then listed out statistics pertain-
ing to female work participation, lit-

eracy, gender parity, life expectancy, maternal mor-
tality rate and sex ratio and felt that there is an urgent
need for a rights based approach in health policies, pro-
tection of women’s rights at every age, care for single/
widowed women, gender sensitization
and initiatives to curb child mar-
riages. She remarked that MDGS en-
visioned removal of gender inequality
by 2005, which is no where near the
horizon so far.

Charting out the strategies and chal-
lenges in combating HIV/AIDS to
achieve MDGs, K Damayanthi,
Project Director (APSACS), noted that too much em-
phasis on sterilization to control population growth in

a way is leading to increase in HIV spread. The men-
ace, which is growing at an alarming level, is leaving
behind orphans, child headed families, missing gen-
erations and is resulting in role reversals. Forging part-
nerships holds the key, Damayanthi said, with people’s
representatives, private sector, media, civil society,
key government departments, local body representa-
tives and donor organizations, to increase awareness
on the virus.

At this juncture, it is important to introduce high risk
groups to effective interventions, equip school and col-
lege students with life skills, promote the use of condoms
aggressively, introduce livelihood support
programmes. It is also necessary to translate aware-
ness into adoption of responsible
behaviour, reach out to the youth at
school/college, reducing the stigma
and discrimination and last but not
the least, translating political commit-
ment to action, Damayanthi opined.

Speaking on education MDGs,
M Venkat Reddy of MV Foundation
said the goal of MDGs is to achieve uni-
versal primary education but there is no consensus on
the goal itself. Contradicting news reports on the num-
ber of children in schools dot the newspapers every day
leading to confusion.

IV Subba Rao

Dr Ranga Rao

M Venkat Reddy

K a l a m a n i

K Damayanthi

Padmabhushan Prof Ch Hanumantha Rao receiving Bhoovigyan lifetime excellence award from Major
Irrigation Minister Ponnala Lakshmaiah

Bhoovigyan lifetime excellence award to Prof Amarnath Kshatriya

Bhoovigyan lifetime excellence award to
LRA Narayanan

Bhoovigyan lifetime excellence award to Prof GK Chadha

Bhoovigyan samman to Brig R Siva Kumar Bhoovigyan lifetime excellence award to
Prof Krishnamurthi Kannan

Bhoovigyan samman to Dr Surinder Suneja Bhoovigyan lifetime excellence award to Dr N Vijayaditya

 Bhoovigyan samman to Sameer Kochhar Bhoovigyan samman to Dr Arun Chaturvedi Bhoovigyan samman to Dr Seema Parihar Bhoovigyan samman to Prof IV Murali Krishna


